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T
his study guide asks way more questions than 

can probably be answered in an hour, so do 

not feel the need to answer all the questions. 

The goal of this study guide is to take you deeper 

into the contents of Every Believer Confident so you 

can soak in the principles more deeply. The goal of 

learning the material better is to give you confidence 

and tools to use when you engage unbelievers with the 

gospel. I often tell people, if you don’t actually put 

these principles into practice with live conversations 

with those who don’t know Christ, then I have failed. 

Remember, knowledge puffs up, but love builds up 

(1 Corinthians 8:1).

So, use this study guide to the extent that it helps you. 

Along the way I will recommend resources that will 

allow you to dig deeper. You can also refer to the many 

resources listed in the back of the book. I trust that by 

reflecting on the chapters of the book your confidence 

will grow that you can engage any unbeliever you meet 

in gospel conversation.

MARK FARNHAM, PHD

AUTHOR
Every Believer Confident
P&R Publishing, 2025
prpbooks.com

FOUNDER & DIRECTOR
Apologetics for the Church
apologeticsforthechurch.org
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Preface
As you read my encounter with Karen and Bill in the co�ee shop, what are your thoughts?
Would you have handled the conversation differently? Did my method of apologetics in that situation give you ideas when 
you think of engaging unbelievers with the gospel?

YOUR 
REPENTENCE 
STORY

Briefly share how you came to repentance and faith in Christ.
This is good practice to learn to share your testimony in sixty seconds or less, if you ever find 
yourself in a situation where that is all the time you have to clearly communicate how God 

saved you through faith in Jesus Christ.

YOUR 
EVANGELISM 
TRAINING

What was your first training in evangelism like?
Describe the techniques and tools you were given to engage unbelievers with the gospel. Was 

it effective at the time? Is it effective now?

HESITATIONS What are the questions you find most intimidating that an unbeliever 
might ask you if you had a conversation about your faith? 
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INSPIRATION

Helpful Resources
Josh McDowell was one of the first apologists I encountered, 
and he helped me see that there are good answers to any 

legitimate challenge raised against the faith. What apologists 

or resources have you found to be the most helpful to 

you as you have learned how to engage unbelievers with 

the gospel?

COMING UP

EXPERIENCE

Recall Conversations
Whenever I have a conversation with unbelievers that 

touches on the gospel, or what they believe, or spiritual 

matters, I usually experience great joy that I have been able 

to share the words of life (John 6:68-69). If you have had 

fruitful conversations with unbelievers about the gospel, 

describe the feelings you have experienced afterward.

In the coming chapters of this study guide you will spend a lot of time in 

the Scriptures. Even though the first two chapters are designed for you to 
reflect on your own experiences with evangelism and apologetics, the rest 
of the chapters explore and then apply what God says in His Word about 

defending and sharing the Christian faith.
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In this chapter we explore the basics of apologetics.

What does the word mean, anyway? Some people mistakenly believe that it is a call to 
apologize for Christian beliefs. Nothing could be further from the truth. As Christians 

who receive the Bible as the revelation of God about himself and our world, we accept 

the teaching of Scripture as it is—the very Word of God. We believe it, submit to it, and 

stand on it without apology. And we stand with fellow believers since the time of the 

apostles in confessing the truth of the Christian faith without wavering.1
UNDERSTANDING 
APOLOGETICS

01. Some Christians find certain doctrines to be barely tolerable or regretfully 
necessary. 
Yet, our belief in Christianity is more than a mere intellectual assent. It is a wholehearted embrace of 

what God says because he is all-knowing and all-wise, even when we don’t know why they are true. 

What do you think might be some of the beliefs for which some Christians feel we must apologize?

CHAPTER
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Acts 22:1
“Brothers and fathers, hear the defense that I now make 

before you.”

Acts 24:10
And when the governor had nodded to him to speak, Paul 

replied: “Knowing that for many years you have been a 

judge over this nation, I cheerfully make my defense.

Acts 26:1-2,24
So Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak 

for yourself.” Then Paul stretched out his hand and made 

his defense: “I consider myself fortunate that it is before 

you, King Agrippa, I am going to make my defense today 

against all the accusations of the Jews [...] And as he was 

saying these things in his defense, Festus said with a loud 

voice, “Paul, you are out of your mind; your great learning 

is driving you out of your mind.”

Acts 25:8,16
Paul argued in his defense, “Neither against the law of 

the Jews, nor against the temple, nor against Caesar have 

I committed any offense.” [...] I answered them that it 
was not the custom of the Romans to give up anyone 

before the accused met the accusers face to face and had 

opportunity to make his defense concerning the charge 

laid against him.

Philippians 1:7,16
It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I 

hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of 

grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 

confirmation of the gospel. The latter do it out of love, 
knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel.

02. The term “apologetics” arose in a legal setting, meaning to defend oneself from false 
charges. Read the following verses and summarize the use of the highlighted word in each passage:

Understanding Apologetics
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03. The definition of apologetics given by William 
Edgar on p.17-18 of the book includes the idea of 
persuasion. Does apologetics take on a new meaning 

for you if persuasion is the end goal, rather than trying 

to defeat someone in a debate or shutting them up? 
How so?

04. How far would you get in sharing the gospel with 
your unbelieving acquaintances if you were not 
able to answer their questions and objections 
about the gospel? Would any of them listen to you 

present a five-minute monologue on the gospel without 
interrupting?

05. Explain the problem with the concept of “evidence” and “proof” as it is usually understood:

06. Although the various approaches to apologetics have great value, what is the problem with them as a method 
for engaging unbelievers with the gospel (p. 23)?

07. Define a presupposition (p. 24):

08. List two of the basic presuppositions of the Christian faith (p. 25-26):

09. Did you find the sample conversation on pp. 27-29 helpful to understanding presuppositionalism? Why or 
why not?

In the next section of Chapter One the di�erent approaches to apologetics are explained. 
While at first glance the approaches may seem identical, there are marked differences in how they approach engagement 
with unbelievers.

Understanding Apologetics
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The foundation for defending the truth of the 
Christian faith is found in the actions of God 
throughout Scripture where he defends his 
glory and supremacy.

This reminds us that God’s greatest concern is that all people everywhere 

would understand and be confronted with the truth of who He is and 

what he has done to save those made in his image.

2
THE BIBLICAL 
WARRANT FOR 
APOLOGETICS

01.  Consider Scott Oliphint’s definition of apologetics as “premeditated evangelism” 
(p. 34). Consider Scott Oliphint’s definition of apologetics as “premeditated evangelism” (p. 34).

CHAPTER
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•  Exodus 3:15; 6:7; 7:3, 5

•  v. 8:18-19; 9:16

•  v. 10:1-2; 11:9

02. Read Genesis 3:9-24. 
Looking at this momentous event through the 

lens of God defending his glory, explain how 

the actions of God in reaction to Adam and 

Eve’s sin are all part of defending the truth of 

God and His glory.

03. Read the following passages in 
Exodus. Explain the cumulative concern 

that God had that His name would be glorified 
through Israel’s miraculous deliverance from 

Egypt through the hardening of Pharaoh’s 

heart and the plagues.

04. Read the following verses in 
1 Samuel 17 and describe David’s 
primary concern entering the battle 
with Goliath.

06. In 1 Peter 3:13-14 Peter writes to 
persecuted believers. He encourages 

them not to fear, despite the suffering they 
may face. What could they do to stop being 

overpowered by fear? Hint: see v. 12.

•  1 Samuel 17:24-27

•  v. 31-37

•  v. 45-47

•  Isaiah 41:23-24, 29

•  v. 42:8

•  v. 43:10-13

•  v. 44:6-20

•  v. 45:5-7, 20-22

•  v. 46:5-11

05. Read the following passages in 
Isaiah and record what God says 
about other so-called “gods” in 
comparison to his supremacy.

The Biblical Warrant for Apologetics
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What practices would you need to adopt, what habits would you need to form, and what influences would you need 
to reject to have a heart and mind centered on devotion to Christ’s authority?

07. Peter begins his exhortation in 1 Peter 3:15-16 with a command to “set apart” or “honor” Jesus Christ as 
Lord (supreme God) in their hearts. What do you think it would take to do that in a way that your thinking was 

entirely guided by that truth? 

08. Christians are exhorted to be prepared to give an answer or make a defense of the truth of Christianity. In 
what area of life do you feel most prepared and least prepared? (Ex. Camping, power outage, zombie apocalypse, 

pandemic, economic downturn, blizzard, etc.)

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 91 10

09. On a scale of 1-10, with 1 being completely unprepared and 10 being a Super Apologist, how prepared are 
you to answer the questions and objections to Christianity that unbelievers in your life might raise? 

Completely Unprepared Super Apologist

10. What are the questions or objections you feel most unprepared to answer?

11. Peter says we should be prepared to give a reason for the hope in us. Hope is the expectation that something 
in the future will make everything right and will provide the greatest happiness. What are some of the things 

in which people place their hope misguidedly?

The Biblical Warrant for Apologetics
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HOPE & DEFENSE
The hope to which Peter refers is the confidence 
of our salvation through faith in the death and 

resurrection of Christ. How does that relate to 

our defense of the truth of the gospel?

A CLEAR CONSCIENCE 
We must maintain a clear conscience if we are to 

share the gospel with power. This means we cannot 

harbor sinful practices but must repent of our sin 

consistently and strive to live in obedience to God. 

If our lives are hypocritical, our testimony to the 

gospel is undermined. How can we tell someone 

that Jesus can deliver them from the penalty of 

sin when we delight in sinful practices ourselves? 
Describe what it takes to maintain a clear conscience:

GENTLENESS & RESPECT
We are told to do all this in a spirit of gentleness 

and respect (fear). Why is can it be hard to engage 

unbelievers with the gospel and answer their 

objections with this demeanor?
THE HARD PART
What part of 1 Peter 3:15-16 is hardest for you 

and why?

12. 14.

13.

15.

The Biblical Warrant for Apologetics
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In a gospel conversation with an unbeliever, 
each of us tries to present his case based on 
the authority he believes is greater.

Unbelief must be based on a finite and flawed source. The Christian 
argues from the authority of God revealed in His Word. We must 

maintain this confidence in the face of convincing arguments from 
unbelievers, knowing that when scrutinized by the living and active 

Word of God those convincing arguments will be shown to be 

contradictory, irrational, and unlivable.

3
THE POWER OF 
APOLOGETICS

01. List some reasons why many people in the world do not consider the 
Bible to be a legitimate source of truth in the search for truth.

CHAPTER
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What are some ways you have had to abandon your own 
opinions about life or about God in light of God’s revelation 
in Christ and in His Word?

 
v. 18

In 1 Corinthians 1:18 Paul tells us that the message 

of the cross (the gospel) is perceived differently 

depending on whether a person has believed it or not.

v. 19

Verse 19 begins with the word “for,” indicating that 

the perception of the gospel by the world as folly is a 

result of judgment on those who reject it.

v. 26-31

The next few verses teach us that God delights in 

the simplicity of the message of the cross and the 

way it confounds the “wise” of the world. He does 

this because by purely human wisdom and resources 

God will never be known. The way to know God is 

through God in the flesh, Jesus Christ.

v. 20-25

Verse 20 begins a taunt by God against the unregenerate 

who believe themselves to be wise in their rejection of 

God’s wisdom in the gospel. The response is silence. 

In the presence of God all supposed wise men and 

smart alecks (debaters) are exposed as foolish and 

empty. This is a common theme in 1 Corinthians.

02. Let's study 1 Corinthians 1:18-31.

List the two perceptions of the gospel in this verse:

Look up the following verses in their contexts and summarize 
what each teaches about God’s dealings with the so-called 
wise men of the world.

•  Isaiah 29:14

•  Job 5:12-13

•  Jeremiah 8:9

• Matthew 11:25

Summarize what Paul says in other references to the 
wisdom of the world:

• 1 Corinthians 1:26

• 1 Corinthians 2:6

• 1 Corinthians 3:19

The Power of Apologetics
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03. One category of human wisdom that 
prevents many from believing the gospel 
is the inflated promises of science.

While science itself is a gift from God to understand 

and cultivate the world he has given us, many people 

believe science is the only path to knowledge, and if 

science cannot prove a claim, then it can’t be true. This 

is known as naturalism or scientism, an overreach 

by science in an attempt to control knowledge. 

What problems do you see with this 
distorted view of science?

Science can only deal with the physical material world. By its definition 
it cannot render judgment on immaterial reality.

All scientific data has to be interpreted as it does not come with the 

interpretation built in. Interpretation of scientific data is imposed on the 
data to make sense of it, but is not guaranteed to be accurate or true like 

the data itself.

Science must constantly revise and rescind its previous pronouncements, 

despite the fact that what was rescinded was at one time considered “fact”. 

This is the very nature of scientific progress.

Science is always done by flawed and finite people who are unavoidably 

biased and can make mistakes.

Science must be funded and so is influenced by money. There are innumerable 

examples of how funding has skewed results and tainted conclusions.

Scientists disagree all the time about all kinds of things within their own 

fields and in other fields.

The catastrophic failure of engineered products, structures, and machines 

that were designed and approved by scientists and engineers shows that 

science can fail even when scientists are certain that they are right.

SCIENCE
LIMITATIONS OF

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Which of these 
limitations have 
you seen most 
clearly? How so?

04.

The Power of Apologetics
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05. When we engage unbelievers with the gospel, we must remember that the Holy Spirit is the one who convicts 
of sin and opens the eyes of unbelievers to the truth. Summarize the following verses that speak of the Holy 

Spirit’s role in salvation:

The Holy Spirit’s Role in Salvation

John 6:63

John 16:7-8

1 Corinthians 6:11

Titus 3:5

06. To keep us from becoming proud and self-reliant in our evangelism God commands us to pray so we are 
reminded that the power comes from him. For whom are you specifically praying that they would be saved? List 
some names below.

07. Summarize the role of prayer for the salvation of the lost in the following passages:

The Role of Prayer in Sharing the Gospel

Colossians 4:3-4

Philemon 6

09. What do you think are the most persuasive arguments for the Christian faith?

08. Many people tend to shy away from the word “argument,” because to them it conjures up notions of belligerence 
and unwanted aggression. The way we use the term in apologetics, however, reflects the classical usage meaning “to 
make a case for something” or “to seek to persuade.” This form of argumentation is common. We present arguments 

for why a friend ought to try a restaurant or why our favorite ball team is the best. “Argument” doesn’t have to mean 

“argumentative.” Describe a time you were persuaded by an argument to try something new or to change your mind 

about something.

The Power of Apologetics
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One of the biggest hindrances for many 
Christians to sharing the gospel is the fear 
that they will not be able to make a strong 
enough case for the truth.

For some it is the thought of trying to prove the existence of God. Others 

fear that the unbeliever will simply not understand concepts of sin and 

guilt before a holy God. When we come to understand what the Bible 

says is going on in the hearts and minds of every unbeliever, however, our 

fear can change to confidence. This chapter explores the eye-opening truth 
that when we share the truth of the gospel, we are telling the non-Christian 

something he already knows.

4
UNDERSTANDING 
UNBELIEVERS

01. In his book, Covenantal Apologetics, Scott Oliphint sums up Romans 1:18-23 by 

saying, “Part of what it means to be created in God’s image is that man inescapably knows God. It is not 

simply that he knows that a god exists. But, says Paul, man—every man—knows God, the true God, the 

God who made all things…every human being on the face of the earth since creation and into eternity has 

an ineradicable knowledge of God—a knowledge that is given through the things that were made…”1

What are some of the implications of this truth that man inescapably knows God and that this 
knowledge cannot be eradicated?

1. K. Scott Oliphint, Covenantal Apologetics: Principles & Practice in Defense of Our Faith (Crossway, 2013), 42. Italics original.

CHAPTER

16

https://a.co/d/99Rfsy8


ANDING 
UNBELIEVERS

Romans 1:18-23

Romans 1:18-23 reminds us that God has made certain 

truths about Himself known to the unbeliever. Notice the 

repetition about what unbelievers know and what God has 

revealed, shown, and made clear.

v. 20

Verse 20 says that because of this implanted knowledge of 

God unbelievers have been judged to be “without excuse” 

before him. The Greek word translated “without excuse” is 

the word anapologetous. This is a composite word made 

by combining an (without) and apologetos (apologetic). 

In other words, the unbeliever has no answer, no defense 

before God because of his sin because he knows he is a sinner 

under the wrath of God. 

02. Let's study Romans 1:18-28.

List some of the things unbelievers know according to 
v. 18-21.

If this is true—that every unbeliever you meet lives 
with the knowledge that he is facing the wrath of God 
that is deserved—how does this change your view of 
unbelievers?

Verse 20 tells us that unbelievers know what is invisible 

about God—his eternal power and divine nature. That is, 

they are able to clearly perceive that God has power to bring 

them into judgment and that he is divine. God’s divinity 

includes a whole cluster of attributes including holiness, 

omniscience, omnipresence, and sovereignty. Even those who 

deny God’s existence cannot help themselves in moments of 

anger, frustration, fear, or confusion from referring to God.

Name some ways you have seen impulsive references to 
God in such situations (ex. taking God’s name in vain, 
praying in a crisis, etc.).

v. 22-26

Verses 22-26 describe three exchanges unbelievers make in 

their rejection of God. They reject glory for an image, truth 

for a lie, and what is natural for what is unnatural.

In the unbelievers you know, what is the most common 
exchange you see taking place in their lives?

There is an irony in this passage. In their rejection of God, 

unbelievers worship nature and created beings found in 

nature (v. 23, 25), yet their suppression leads them beyond 

nature to practice what is contrary to nature (homosexual 

relations). In other words, unbelievers will worship anything 

except the true God, unless the Holy Spirit draws them to 

Christ.

Describe examples of people being willing to believe 
and worship anything but the true Savior, Jesus Christ.

In light of these willful exchanges God “hands over” 

unbelievers to bondage.

List what God delivers unbelievers from in verses 24, 
26, and 28.

Understanding Unbelievers
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03. In order to deal with this ever-present knowledge of God, unbelievers have to daily suppress the knowledge 
of God. Pages 69-71 of Every Believer Confident describe some of the ways people suppress the knowledge of God. 

Give some specific examples of how you have seen suppression in unbelievers.

SUPPRESSING THE TRUTH
04. CONSEQUENCES OF

SELFDECEPTION
Suppression of the truth comes with consequences. The first is 
self-deception. The unbeliever convinces herself of something 

she knows is not true, or alternately, denies something she 

knows to be true. Give some specific examples of ways 
you have seen unbelievers do this.

05. In order to deal with this ever-present knowledge of God, unbelievers have to daily suppress the knowledge 
of God. Does this change your plans for sharing the gospel with them? In what way?

IRRATIONALITY
Suppression also leads to irrationality—belief in things that 

no rational person ought to believe. To be rational means 

to have good reasons for holding central beliefs—a desire 

for some kind of tangible evidence, whether it be revelation 

from God or the findings of science. Give some examples 
of irrationality in unbelievers you know.

DEGRADATION
The end result of suppression and God’s judgment is a 

degradation of the life God intends for his image-bearers. God's 

image can be so marred that a person can seem inhuman. In 

contrast, Jesus is the ultimate human, showing the glory, dignity, 

and majesty of humanity untainted by sin. List ways that Jesus 
demonstrates what humanity is meant to be, and how 
we can live this way through God's sanctifying power.

IDOLATRY
Finally, suppression leads to idolatry. Romans 1:22 describes 

the exchange of the glory of God with lesser created things. 

The more a person suppresses the knowledge of God, the 

demeaning and dehumanizing results. Give some examples 
of idolatry in our world that have a dehumanizing effect.

Understanding Unbelievers

18



If Romans 1 accurately describes the heart 
and mind of every unbeliever, then we need 
a strategy for engaging them with the gospel 
that is tactical and effective.

In 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 Paul presents a word picture of what engagement 

with the lost looks like—dismantling fortresses of unbelief and submitting 

beliefs to the withering gaze of the truth in Christ. In doing so Paul 

provides a framework for our conversations with unbelievers so we can 

effectively defend and share the Christian faith.

5
DESTROYING 
STRONGHOLDS

Read Proverbs 21:22

" A wise man scales the city of the mighty and brings down 

the stronghold in which they trust."

Read 2 Corinthians 10:1-5

In this passage Paul is defending his apostolic authority 

against those who would question it. He emphasizes that 

his authority is rooted in the truth of Jesus Christ, the Son 

of God who had risen from the dead. This message is the 

“wisdom of God” that Paul described in 1 Corinthians 

1:18-2:5. And it is opposition to this message that must 

be destroyed. 

01. Let's study Scripture.

In what way are the beliefs and worldview of 
unbelievers like a fortress in which they trust?

His rather blunt use of military terms in this chapter 
reveal the antagonistic character of unbelief to the 
gospel. What are some of the ways unbelief and our 
fallen culture are antagonistic to the gospel?

CHAPTER
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02.  Bible scholar Murray Harris notes, “Paul’s campaign strategy was not to ignore, dismiss, or ridicule his opponents’ 

ideas and arguments, but to ‘demolish’ them by exposing their fallacies… Paul is certainly not denigrating rational thought 

and logical argumentation. His own letters are replete with careful and convincing argument. It is not ‘reasoning’ as 

such that is attacked here but fallacious reasoning and conceited argument.”2 In your own words describe the difference 
between ridiculing unbelief and demolishing error by exposing fallacies:

06.  Listening to the answers to the unbeliever’s answers to your questions is key. If your mind is too preoccupied 

with how you will respond next, you will miss details in their response that may give you more information on their 

beliefs. What have you found to be effective in listening well when others are speaking?

2.  Harris, M. J. (2005). The Second Epistle to the Corinthians: a commentary on the Greek text (p. 682). Grand Rapids, MI; Milton Keynes, UK: W.B. 
Eerdmans Pub. Co.; Paternoster Press.

03.  Second Corinthians 10:4 says that the Christian’s “weapons”—the truth of Jesus Christ in all its fullness—
possesses divine power to demolish the intellectual and emotional arguments (the fortresses in which they 
hide) that unbelievers have constructed against the truth of the gospel. In other words, the truth of the Christian 

message, when shared effectively, can reduce unbelief to rubble. Have you seen this in action? If so, describe it briefly.

04. When an opportunity to talk about spiritual matters arises our tendency is to talk rather than ask questions. 
Sometimes this arises from nervousness and sometimes from a desire to share the good news of Jesus with someone. This 

often results in the “gospel burp” the habit of blurting out the whole gospel story before we know much about what 

the other person believes. Why do you think Christians are hesitant to ask questions about the non-Christian’s beliefs?

05. What have you found to be good ways to start a conversation with unbelievers? What have you found to be 

good ways to turn a conversation to spiritual matters?

Destroying Strongholds
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TYPES OF QUESTIONS
The list of short questions on page 85 gives 
some ideas of how to challenge the beliefs and 
statements of your conversation partner. They 
push back to force the other person to provide a 
rational basis for his beliefs. Have you tried asking 
questions like these? What has been the result?

STRATEGIES
On pages 94-98 several strategies are listed to help 

you remove the bricks of an unbeliever’s worldview 

so the gospel can shine clearly. Which of these 

strategies seems most effective to you?

ROLE OF QUESTIONS
Questions are powerful because they can subvert, 

or undermine, what people believe. Questions 

challenge people to justify their beliefs, and they 

often come to see that they do not have good 

reasons for them. This sometimes results in an 

abandonment of what they previously held to be 

true. List some examples from Scripture where 

questions overthrew someone’s beliefs.

Taking the unbeliever’s position for the sake 
of argument means pretending the unbeliever is 

right about God, truth, morality, meaning, and 

more—in order to imagine all the implications 

on life in this world. This will uncover significant 
contradictions and problems because only the 

Christian worldview is coherent, consistent, and 

rational. We then want to draw the unbeliever’s 

attention to the incoherence, inconsistency, and 

irrationality of his worldview. For example, what 

are some of the implications if there is no God and 

everything came about by blind time and chance? 

07. 09.

08.

10.

Destroying Strongholds
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12.  Another strategy that is effective is to call the bluff of people who simply make up “facts” for their position 
or against Christianity. What are some of the bluffs you have heard unbelievers make?

11.  In an atheistic, evolutionary worldview, despite the lack of a moral authority and purpose in the universe, 
proponents of this view still often call for people to love others, seek justice, care for the planet, and 
pursue human flourishing. What questions could you ask to challenge these values?

14. Why did you choose that rating? How can you invite God and Christian community to come alongside you in 

conversations with unbelievers?

13. In light of these strategies offered in this chapter, how confident are you that you could put them into 
practice in conversations with unbelievers?

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 91 10

Not At All Confident I'm Ready & Excited

Destroying Strongholds
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What is the purpose of apologetics? Why do 
we go to all the trouble of learning how to 
defend and share the Christian faith? How 
we answer these questions will shape how 
we interact with unbelievers.

We want to be sure our purpose for apologetics is in line with our theology. 

As a result, we ought to see apologetics as part of the fulfillment of the 
Great Commission to go and make disciples of all people.

6
GETTING THEM 
TO JESUS

02. In what specific ways will the goal of leading people closer to faith in Jesus affect how we interact with 
unbelievers?

01. Read Matthew 28:19-20. Explain briefly how apologetics helps to fulfill the Great Commission.
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03.  In 1 Corinthians 3:5-9, Paul uses the metaphor of planting and watering to describe his work as an apostle, 
apologist, evangelist, and church planter. List three principles from the text that can guide our understanding of 

evangelism and apologetics

04. Many evangelistic courses teach Christians how to share the gospel, and the goal is to be able to have the 
time and hearing to present the full story of the gospel with an unbeliever. That doesn’t always happen. How 

does the metaphor of planting and watering encourage you to speak up for Christ when you are in a situation where 

that is unlikely?

05. In a conversation, what might be some good indicators that the unbeliever is ready for you to stop answering 
his objections and to begin to share the truth of the gospel?

Pages 111-113 list four criteria of historic authenticity 
that lead most historians to believe Jesus truly existed. 
Which one is most compelling to you and why?

JESUS CHRIST
06. THE HISTORICITY OF

Some people don’t believe that Jesus was an actual 
historical figure. This chapter explains why the evidence 

for Jesus as a real man who lived in Israel 2000 years ago is 

rock solid historically. What objections to the historicity 

of Jesus have you heard?

Getting Them to Jesus
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07. The point of C.S. Lewis’ trilemma about Jesus being a liar, a lunatic, or Lord is that to be honest with 
historical figures we have to consider all the information we have about them, and not simply believe what 
we like selectively. Have you heard people try to make Jesus out to be merely a teacher, or conversely a liar or deluded, 

self-deceived wise man? What arguments do they use to support these ideas?

08. Read the following passages and describe the different ways Jesus indicates that he is God.

Ways Jesus Indicates that He is God

John 3:13-15

John 5:15-27

John 8:54-59

John 10:22-39

09. Read the following passages and summarize what they say about Jesus as the promised Messiah.

Jesus, The Promised Messiah

John 5:39-47

Luke 24:13-27; 
44-47

Matthew 5:17-18

10.  On pages 116-117 several reasons are given for historians’ belief in the resurrection accounts. Which one is 

most compelling to you and why?

11.  On page 118-119 the atheistic naturalistic worldview is explored in response to several pressing questions 
of human existence. What are some further implications if the universe came about by blind time and chance and 

that there is no inherent purpose or intent in the universe?

Getting Them to Jesus
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12. What does the truth of the Christian worldview mean for our identity? Name some specific and practical 
implications.

13.  On pages 119-120 the question of what is wrong with the world addresses the broken, fallen nature of like 
in this age. What are the specific, practical implications of the Christian worldview that the world is not the way it 
is supposed to be?

14.  On page 120-121 we consider the implications of life after death and whether there is final judgment and 
reward. What are the implications in your life and the life of your town or city, state or nation if there is neither 

judgment nor reward after death?

15.  How does the focus on getting the unbeliever to Jesus help you as you consider your conversations with 
friends, family, neighbors, coworkers, and classmates?

Getting Them to Jesus

26



Sharing the gospel clearly is critical to an 
effective encounter with an unbeliever.

If I fail to be clear when describing the call to salvation, I may make 

one of several counterproductive errors. I may confuse my conversation 

partner so much that she comes to believe that the gospel is too complex to 

understand. I may also lead her to believe that she is already justified before 
God without repentance and faith in Jesus. It is important, then, that my 

presentation of the good news of Jesus be crystal clear.

7
SHARING 
THE GOSPEL 
EFFECTIVELY

02. Think about the difference between the simple call to repent and believe with calls to dedicate, surrender, 
and commit your life to Christ. How can these vague terms confuse people?

01. Have you heard vague and confusing presentations of the gospel? What made them vague and confusing?

CHAPTER

27 



03.  Sin is a touchy subject in our Western world these days. Many automatically associate any talk of sin with 
judgmentalism. Yet, one famous psychologist wrote that much of the anxiety and neuroses in the world today 

can be traced to a vague sense of guilt people experience without knowing why. What hesitations do Christians 

have in talking about sin when in conversation with unbelievers? How can we talk about sin without unnecessarily 
offending unbelievers?

Sharing the Gospel Effectively

04. What sins are benign enough in the minds of most people that would be relatively safe to address with a 
conversation partner? For example, most people are not afraid to admit that they lie.

05. Some people feel very loved by family and friends. They may not seem to need to hear a message of love 
by God. Others have no one in their lives who loves them. They would probably be very drawn to a 
message of love. The truth is, however, part of being made in the image of God is the yearning for union with the 

divine God who created us. That is, even when we are greatly loved we can still experience a hunger, an emptiness, 

a longing for more. What aspects and implications of God’s love could we share with those who have love? Those 
who have no love?

06. What do you think is at the root of our desire to earn favor with God by our own merit? Pride? Self-
righteousness? Control?
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Sharing the Gospel Effectively

Read Ephesians 2:1-10

Romans 1:18-23 reminds us that God has made certain truths 

about Himself known to the unbeliever. Notice the repetition 

about what unbelievers know and what God has revealed, 

shown, and made clear.

07. Let's study Scripture.

Describe what God says about people who have 
not yet believed and what he does to save them.

Grace is unmerited favor. It is the very nature of God to show 

kindness and love to those who have repented and believed in 

Jesus. Salvation is entirely a gift of God’s grace for the sinner. 

How does that make you respond as a believer?

Read Romans 4:1-5

We are told Abraham was justified by faith, not works. This is 
a reference to Genesis 15:1-6 where God renews his covenant 

with Abraham (his name was still Abram at this point). The 

phrase, “and it was counted to him for righteousness” is an 

accounting term indicating that in God’s reckoning Abraham 

was righteous. Abraham accessed this righteousness by faith, 

not works. Justification is the equivalent of a bank loan that 

has been paid off by someone else so that now your balance is 
zero, even though you did nothing to pay it. This demonstrates 

that Jesus’ death and resurrection was retroactive, covering not 

only the sins of future believers, but past also.

Have you ever been forgiven a debt because someone 
else paid it? Describe the situation.

The answer lies in the object of justification. In Romans, the 
emphasis was on Abraham’s salvation and the means by which 

he was justified. Here he believes and is justified by grace through 
faith. In James, the emphasis is on the outward manifestation 

of Abraham’s inner transformation by grace. James is referring 

to his sacrifice of Isaac, which God stopped at the last second. 
Abraham was justified in the eyes of the world as a righteous 
man by his act of sacrifice.
In other words, we know Abraham was a righteous person by 

God’s grace because his works demonstrated it. This shows 

the necessary connection between faith and works. Salvation 

does not come by works, but it is always accompanied by works 

because of the inner transformation of regeneration by the Holy 

Spirit at the moment of salvation. So, salvation is by grace, but 

we were saved to do good works (Eph. 2:10). 

What are the most obvious evidences of the 
transformation of grace in your life? How has 
God changed you over the last few years?

Read James 2:14-26

Note especially v. 21 and 23. One says Abraham was justified 
by works and the other that he was justified by faith.

Can you explain how Abraham was justified by 
both works and faith?
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13. How confident are you that you can present the gospel clearly? What help do you need?

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 91 10

Not At All Confident I'm Ready & Excited

Sharing the Gospel Effectively

14. Write out the basic plan of salvation below in a length that you could present in two minutes or less.
Note: In the English language, people speak an average of 130 words per minute (speechinminutes.com).
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Having a strategy for any task makes it more 
manageable and reduces the stress of tackling 
the task.
This chapter intends to give the reader a number of pointers to make 

gospel conversations more effective. It gives you things to look for and 
offers suggestions of what to say in response to objections raised against 
the Christian faith.

8
STRATEGIES 
FOR EFFECTIVE 
APOLOGETIC 
ENCOUNTERS

01. Now that you are more than halfway through this book, what questions do you continue to fear that 
people will ask you? 
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Strategies for Effective Apologetic Encounters

02. How do the promises of the presence and authority of Jesus and the ministry of the Holy Spirit encourage 
you in reaching the lost?

On pages 139-140 several suggested responses are 
given for occasions when you do not know much 
about the objection raised against the Christian 
faith. Have you ever had to give one of these responses? 

What are some common myths and mistaken ideas 
that people have about the Christian faith? 

03. MISTAKEN BELIEFS

On pages 141-142 implicit biases are discussed. These 

are natural reactions to claims to truth or authority. In 

other words, they are not just reactions to the gospel, but 

to being told anything that you didn’t know before or to 

being told you are wrong. What can we do to reduce the 

reactive bias in the people with whom we share the gospel?

04. IMPLICIT BIAS
How can you share the gospel in a way that overcomes 
the sunk-cost fallacy? 

What are some expressions or varieties of unbelief that contain embarrassing elements or have embarrassing 
implications?

05. POSITIONS THAT ARE EMBARRASSING TO MAINTAIN
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Assertions are unsupported statements that are often offered when another person doesn’t have a sound 
argument for his position. Recall the questions from page 91 that help us push back on assertions and pressure 
the other person to provide good reasons for his beliefs. What assertions have you heard unbelievers make 
against the Christian faith?  

07. ASSERTIONS THAT CALL FOR ARGUMENTS

Strategies for Effective Apologetic Encounters

What universally held values do the unbelievers you know consider to be important? How can you include 
those values in a gospel conversation to show the truth, beauty, and goodness of the Christian gospel in 
comparison to unbelief?

06. COMMONLY HELD VALUES

Write down some questions you might ask in response to the 
following assertions:

Science has disproved the Bible.

All religions are the same.

There is no proof whatsoever for God.

Christianity is bad for the world.

We don’t know what the original 

manuscripts of the New Testament said.
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To the average person logic may seem like 
an intimidating topic to discuss. Yet, many of 
us intuitively sense when someone is being 
illogical or presenting a fallacious argument.

By learning some basics of logic, we can see through bad arguments and 

present an alternative that is sound. Logic is a natural outworking of God’s 

character and is a hallmark of the gospel.

9
LOGICAL 
MISTAKES TO 
AVOID

01. List some of the benefits of logic mentioned on pages 151-152.

02. Explain the power of logical fallacies and list one or two that you believed at one time but no longer do.
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Logical Mistakes to Avoid

05. Read the following verses and summarize the personal attack used instead of an argument offered.

Examples of personal attack.

John 8:39-41

Luke 11:14-17

1 Kings 21:1-14

Acts 26:24-26

03. Who are some of the authorities to whom Christians appeal improperly when they commit the appeal to 

authority fallacy? Think of leaders, celebrities, authors, actors, thinker, cultural icons, or intellectuals. 

04. What is the difference between appealing to an authority as automatic proof that an idea is correct and 
appealing to an authority because they make a strong argument for a particular point?

06. Read the following verses and note the logical fallacy of false cause in each passage.

Fallacy of false cause examples.

John 9:1-3

Jeremiah 44:15-23

07. One of the reasons false cause happens is that people tend to simplify the cause of an event down to only 
one factor, when there may be more factors involved, and some of those factors may play a greater part 
in causing the event than the commonly perceived cause. Look at the false causes listed on page 156-157 by 

both Christians and non-Christians. Choose one or two and list the other factors that may have caused the action.
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Logical Mistakes to Avoid

Other possible answers:

How 
Christians 

do this:

Ask Jesus to be your Savior right here, right now, 

regardless of your questions and objections, or you 

will never get into heaven.

Until you believe in a literal 24-hour, six-day 

creation, you cannot become a Christian.

How 
unbelievers 

do this:

Either you believe in science and reject religion, 

or you reject modern science and live in blind 

superstition.

08. Consider the false dilemmas below, and provide other plausible options for each statement.

09. Hasty generalization is assuming one or few experiences apply everywhere. When have you caught yourself 

treating a single event as true for everyone?

10. When we treat as true something that actually needs to be proven, we are begging the question. This is 

hard to spot in an argument because it often sounds convincing if we are not paying attention.

What does the argument assume without proof?

How 
Christians 

do this:

Atheists are dangerous and immoral. I know: My 

neighbor is an atheist, and he has skull tattoos and 

yells obscenities at his girlfriend.

Muslims will never listen to the gospel. Look at how 

they persecute Christians around the world.

Nobody wants to hear the gospel anymore. I tried 

witnessing to my coworkers, and they shut me down.

How 
unbelievers 

do this:

Christians are dangerous to society. That shooting 

was carried out by someone who went to church.

Churches are all about guilting people into giving their

money. I visited a church once that took two offerings, 
and the pastor was preaching on money.
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Logical Mistakes to Avoid

11. A faulty analogy can also be very misleading because analogies have great power to explain something 
unfamiliar by comparing it with something familiar. The problem with a faulty analogy, however, is that the 

two items being compared do not share similar properties. For example, to compare love to a garbage heap seems 

unhelpful to many people because they don’t share similarities. But to say love is like a garden resonates with many 

because of the shared properties of love and a garden. Present a false analogy and a sound analogy for a biblical view 

of the church.

12. Equivocation is another fallacy that is hard to detect because it happens very subtly when the meaning 
of a word changes in an argument. On pages 147-148 the differing sense of the words “faith” and “science” are 
noted. Explain how the meaning of the following words can change in an argument or be perceived differently by 
believers and unbelievers.

How can these words be perceived differently by believers and unbelievers?

Truth

Proof

Evidence

Man

Sin

13. Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 and note the difference between wisdom and folly in the eyes of God and 
the world.
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One of the most difficult, but also most effective, 
ways to effectively engage unbelievers is in 
the context of ongoing relationships.

These are the neighbors we have known casually for ten years, or the 

coworker alongside whom we work every day, or the friends we have 

known since high school. Witnessing about Christ in a long-term 

relationship can be quite different from talking to someone next to 
you on a plane whom you will never see again or the stranger you meet 

while eating lunch in the park.

GOSPEL 
CONVERSATIONS 
IN ONGOING 
RELATIONSHIPS

01. Have you ever carried on a gospel conversation in a relationship over time? If so, describe the experience.
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Gospel Conversations in Ongoing Relationships

02. Have you ever given up (or almost given up) on a relationship because you didn’t believe the person was 
moving toward Christ at all? How did that end, or what indicated that you were making progress?

03. Have you experienced the joy of sharing Christ with someone, even if that person did not become a 
believer? What is that joy like? Does it give you more confidence and did it make you more intent to engage others 
with the gospel, or did it discourage you?

04. On pages 170-172 we discuss the question of whether to approach spiritual issues every time you spend 
time with your friend or only sometimes. What did you glean from these pages?

05. On pages 173-175 we reference the work of several apologists to articulate the worldview questions with 
which every person wrestles. Which author’s description of these questions is most helpful to you and why?
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06. What questions about life have you heard from unbelievers?

07. Sometimes Christians use cringe-inducing methods and slogans in their attempt to share Christ. What 

examples have you heard (or used) that are not very effective?

08. Have you found that listening and asking questions before presenting the Christian faith communicates 
genuine care? What else can we do to demonstrate that we are not simply “selling Jesus”?

CONCLUSION
As you finish this study guide, remember that apologetics is not just about mastering answers 
but about lovingly engaging people with the hope of the gospel. Knowledge alone will not persuade 

hearts, but truth spoken with grace can. You do not need to wait until you feel fully prepared. God calls 

you to trust His Spirit and step out in faith (1 Cor. 2:3–5).

Prayerfully put into practice what you have learned. Begin with one conversation, one question, one act 

of courage. As you do, ask the Lord to give you wisdom, gentleness, and joy as you share the good news 

of Christ.

Gospel Conversations in Ongoing Relationships
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More Resources
I hope this short guide helps you think more biblically 

and strategically about proclaiming and defending 

the gospel. Since God has called every Christian to 

proclaim the gospel and since God has promised to 

go with us (Matthew 28:18-20), we can do so with 

confidence, even if we also experience fear.

To learn more or to access more resources about 

effectively engaging unbelievers with the good news 
of Jesus Christ, go to apologeticsforthechurch.org 

and check out our Podcast and YouTube channels.

Website

ApologeticsForTheChurch.org

Podcast

Every Believer Confident

YouTube

@ApologeticsForTheChurch-nu2lj
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Do you want to grow in confidence as you share your faith?
This study guide is designed to help you put into practice the principles from Every 

Believer Confident (P&R, 2025). Through guided reflection, Scripture engagement, and 
practical exercises, you will learn how to listen well, ask thoughtful questions, and gently 

point others to the hope of Christ.

Whether you use it alone, in a small group, or as part of a class, this resource will equip you 

to prayerfully and effectively engage unbelievers with the gospel in everyday conversations.

Mark J. Farnham (PhD, Westminster Theological Seminary) is the founder and director 

of Apologetics for the Church and professor of apologetics at Lancaster Bible College and 

Capital Seminary.

Visit Us Online to Learn More:
ApologeticsForTheChurch.org


